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CHAPTER 250
HEALTH; ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION

250.01 Definitions. 250.06 Public health nurses.

250.02 Statehealth oficials. 250.07 Public health planning.

250.03 Public health system. 250.08 State public health funding program.
250.04 Powers and duties of the department. 250.09 Pesticide review board.

250.045 Drugs; department order authority 250.10 Grant for dental services.

250.05 Sanitarians; qualifications, duties, registration.

250.01 Definitions. In chs.250 to 255, unless the context alsoserve as state epidemiologists under §iip.for acute and
requiresotherwise: communicablediseases, occupationahd environmental dis
(1) “Chief medical oficer” means a physician who is€asesmaternal and child health and chronic diseases. The chief

appointedby the state healthfider under s250.02 (2) medicalofficers shall be physicians who have training and exper

« " .tise,as prescribed by the department, appropriate to their areas of
Ser(\ﬁ)ces[?epartment means the department of health and fam”gzsignment. The chiefiedicalofficers shall have all of the pew

B N . . ersandduties that are designated to them by the state hefidtbr of
(3) “Local board ofhealth” means the policy-making bodyq, enforce the health laws of the state and to advise state and local
for a local health department. ~ officials as to health promotion, diseaseevention and public
(4) “Local health department” means any of the following: healthintervention strategies necessary to prevent morbidity and
(a) In a county with a population of less than 500,000, any ohnecessarynortality.
thefollowing: History: 1993 a. 2%s.163, 450, Stats. 1993 s. 250.02.

1. A county health department established und@b5%.02 . .
(1), including a county health department whose powers arg?-03 PUbl_'C health system. (1) The departm_ent shall.
dutiesare transferred to eounty department of human service?] () Maintain a public health system in cooperation with local
unders.46.23 (3) (b) 1. c. health departments; communityganizations; and medical cfin

Lo . cs that are operated by the governing bodies, or agencies of the
2. A city—county health department established under %overningbodies, of federally recognized American Indidbes

251'02(1)', ) or bands located in this state.
3. A city health department that was established before Janu (b) Serve as the state lead agency for public health
ary 1, 1994. gency for p '

(c) Assess the health needs in $tete based on statewide data
collection.
(d) Advise the legislature on the development ofdaequate
atutorybase for health activities in the state.
(e) Establish statewide health objectives and delegate power
ocal health departments to achieve the objectives as the-depart

4. Avillage or town healtldepartment under 851.02 (3m)

(b) In a county with a population &00,000 or more, a city
health department ora village health department establishegt
unders.251.02 (2)

(c) A multiple county health department established under;g;

251-02“ ®3) i ] _ . mentconsiders appropriate.

(5) “Local health oficer” means the health fider who is in (f) Support localpublic health service capacity building
chargeof a local health department. throughgrants, consultation and technical assistance.

(6) “Physician” has the meaning given in4g8.01 (5) (g) Develop policy and provide leadership in puliiiealth

(7) “Registered nurse” means a registered nurse who throughoutthe state that fosters local involvement and commit
licensedunder s441.060r permitted under €41.08 ment,that emphasizes public health needs and that advocates for

(8) “Secretary’means the secretary of headiid family ser equitabledistribution of public health resources and complemen
vices. tary private activities commensurate with public health needs.

(9) “State health oficer” means the individual who is (h) Distribute state and federal public health funds under its
appointedoy the secretary to develop public health policytiier - controlin a manner that will promote the development and fmain

stateand direct state public health programs. tenanceof an integrated system of community health services.
History: 1993 a. 27%s.162, 322 449, 1995 a. 2%.9126 (19) (i) Require, as a condition for distributing funds under(par
atthe local level, that services at that level be coordinated.
250.02 State health officials. (1) STATE HEALTH OFFICER; () Advocate for the provision of reasonable avetessary

DuTIES. The secretary shall appoint a state heaftbesfand may | piic health services.
assignthe state health fafer such duties of the secretary 0|P

departments the secretary provides. The state hediteomay
appointsuch advisory and examining bodies as are neede
carryout the duties of the state healtficgr and as providedy

law. The state health fider shall appoint state epidemiologist$50.04 Powers and duties of the department. (1) The
for program areas of acute acommunicable diseases, occupadepartmenthas general supervision throughout #tate of the
tional and environmental diseases, maternal and child health gyethof citizens and shall study especially the vital statistics of
chronicdiseases. Individuals appointed as state epidemiologig{g state and use the analysis of the vital statistics for health plan
shall have advanced training and expertise in epidemiology ning. The department mayipon due notice, enter upon and
their program areas. inspectprivate property The department has power to execute
(2) CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICERS;QUALIFICATIONS; DUTIES. The whatis reasonable and necessfimythe prevention and suppres
statehealth oficer shall appoint chiehedical oficers in the clas sionof disease.The department may,af required, shall advise
sified service to provide public health consultation to, and leadgublic boards or dicers in regard to heating and ventilation of any
shipfor, state health programs. The chief medicfitefs shall public building or institution. The department may investigate the

(2) The department may enter into agreements and provide
dc?g?sultatiomn matters relating to human health.
istory: 1993 a. 27
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causeand circumstances of any special or unusual diseasenotless thar$10 nor more than $100 for eacFeofe, unless a dif
mortality or inspect any public building and may do any act Recdsrentpenalty is provided.

saryfor the investigation. (8) The department may administer oaths, certify thcil

(2) (a) Thedepartment possesses all powers necessary to adts,issue subpoenas and compel the attendance of witnesses and
fill the duties prescribed the statutes and to bring action in théhe production of papers, books, documents and testimdity
courts for the enforcement of public health statutes and rules.ness fees and mileage shall be paid from the appropriation under

(b) If local health departments fail to enforce public health stdt-20-435 (1) (a)but no witness subpoenaed atitistance of par
utesor rules, thalepartment may enforce those statutes and rulé§S other than the department is entitled to paynuérfees or
If the department does this, the coumtty or village for which mileage,unless thelepartment certifies that his or her testimony
the local health departmenias jurisdiction shall reimburse thewasmaterial. _ _
departmenfor expenses that the department incurs in enforcing (9) The department may establish, equip and operate a state
communicablalisease statutes and rules. branchlaboratory of hygiene in a city accessible to physicéants

(3) (a) The department shall establish and maintain surveipcal healthofficers in the northern part of the state to conduct bac
lanceactivities suficient to detect any occurrenoéacute, com teriologicaland chemical examinations of matefraim the vari
municableor chronic diseases and threabotupational or envi Ouscontagious and infectious diseases or material from suspected

ronmentalhazards, injuries or changes in the health of mothé@ntagiousand infectious diseases of persons and animals when
andchildren. public health is concerned, if suitable quarters for the laboratory

offered to the state free of cgarfor rent, light, heat and janitor

r
(b) 1. The department shall analyze occurrences, trends g@a/ice. The department may also establish and aidintaining

patternsof acute, communicable @hronic diseases, maternali conjunction with the cities ahe state not more than 7 state

ﬁgg;ﬁgnze;gg’ig n{gr;ﬁfoﬁ;]gtigﬁcggsaetggﬂ tﬁgdar?glvgggment operativdaboratories. All of the cooperative laboratosesl|
u ) ) ANAIYSES. be operated irthe manner and under the conditions that the depart
2. The department shall, in cooperation with lobeblth mentestablishes in rules that the department may promulgate.

departmentsmaintain a public health datg SySt?m'_ . (10) Thedepartment may investigate and supervise the sani
3. The department may conduct investigations, studiqgry conditionsof all charitable, curative, reformatory and penal
experimentsand research pertaining to any public health prokhstitutions,all detentiorhomes for children and the hospitals and
lemswhich are a cause or potential causmofbidity or mortality institutionsthat are ayanized for the purposes set forth i6&.01
and methods fortthe prevention or amelloratlon .of those publ_lq-he department may visit the jails, municipal prisons, hoages
healthproblems. For the conduct of the investigations, studiegrrectionand all other places in which persons convicted or sus
experimentsand research, the department may on behalf of thected of crime or mentally ill persons are confined and ascertain
stateaccept funds from any public private agencyoiganization  the sanitary conditions of those places.

or person. It may conduct the investigations, studies, experimentgy1) The department shall investigate any hospital which is
andresearch independently or bgniract or in cooperation with ¢, nqhy a panel established unde655.02 1983 stats., or by a
any public or private agengprganization or person including any .o rtto have been responsible for negligent acts.

political subdivision of the state. Individual questionnaires or sur 12) The department is desianated thiate health plannin
veys shall be treated asonfidential patient health care records (12) The department is designate € health pla 9

h c . anddevelopment agency
underss.146.81t0146.835 but the information in those question History: 1971 c. 106,23 1973 c. 991975 c. 3739; 1975 c. 945.91 (9) 1975

nairesand surveys may be released in statistical summaries. ¢ 202422 1977 c. 29418 1979 c. 221229 334, 355 1981 c. 20214 257 1983

i a. 2031985 a. 3401987 a. 2%5.1786 1787, 3200 (24) 1987 a. 3991989 a. 173
__ 4. Thedepartment may use hospital egesrcy room and 2.7 707> 30770560 (663 161993 a 26,170,171 173 174 176,178 179
inpatienthealth care records, abstracts of these records and inf@p, 183 187 250, 452t0 456 1993 a, 209491
mation the state or federal government collects to correlate expaiospitalbreached dutjo permit only competent doctors to use its facilities. John
sure to certain occupational and high risk environments witgpnv. Misericordia Community Hosp. 99 W (2d) 708, 301 NW (2d) 156 (1981).

; i : either140.05 or regulations adopted under (3) are safety statutes which create an
resumngaCUte O_I’ chronic health prOblems' I.f the dep_artme_nt flngjé\épendenbasis for a negligence action. Johnsd@ity of Darlington, 160 W (2d)
thatan occupational health hazard exists, it shall disseminatesis 466 Nw (2d) 233 (Ct. App. 1991).
findingsand promote &rts to educate employes and employers See note to Art. I, sec. 7, citing 63 AtGen. 176.

aboutthe health hazard.

(c) The department shall publish an annual maternathitdti 250-045 Drugs; department order authority . (1) In this
healthreport, including morbidity and mortality indicators foe ~ Section,’drug” has the meaning given unde#50.01 (10)
state regions of the state, counties, certain cities and subpopula (2) Exceptin cases of emgency or if consent to entry for

tions of the state. inspectionpurposes has been granted, department may enter
(4) (a) The department shatiminister programs for the con only upon obtaininga special inspection warrant unde66.122
trol and prevention of public health problems. andat reasonable hours, apgemises in the state where drugs are

anufacturedprocessed, packaged or hiddsale or any vehicle
ingused to transport or hold drugs. The department may inspect
premises orehicle, secure samples or specimens of drugs,

(b) The department shall be responsible for follow-up inve,
tigations of unusual occurrences of acute, communicable a

chronic diseases, occupational and environmental hazar amineand co ;
B ; . py relevant documents and records altdin
unusualinjuries and unusual chaﬁggs in mgternal and child hea otographicor otherevidence needed to carry out its authority
_ (5) Where the use of any pesticidesults in a threat to the pub nger this section. The department shall pay far 66 pay the
lic health the department shall take all measures necessary-to pigrketvalue of any samples of drugs taken. The department shall
ventmorbidity or mortality examinethe samples and specimens secured and shall conduct
(6) The department shallprovide consultation, technical otherinspections andxaminations needed to determine whether
assistanceand training regardingublic health to local health the drugs constitute an immediate danger to health or the-opera
departmentscommunity oganizations and others. tions or methods of operation on the premises cause the trugs
(7) The department may promulgate and enforce rules afteatean immediate danger to health.
issueandenforce orders governing the duties of all local health (3) (a) Whenever the department has reasonable cause to
officersand local boards of health and relating to any subject mhtlievethat drugs constitute an immediate danger to heattiaor
ter under the department5Supervision that amecessary to pro the operations or methods of operation on the premises or vehicle
vide efficient administration and to protect health. Whoexier wherethe drugs are manufactured, processed, packaged or held
latesa rule or order specified under this subsecsioall be fined causethe drugs to create an immediate danger to health, the
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administratorof the division of the department responsible fotall for knowledge of the natural sciences, the department may
public health may issue and cause to be delivered to the owneestablishminimum standards and qualifications for tlegistra
custodianof the drugs, premises or vehicle a tempomnger tion of sanitarians.

which prohibits the sale or movement of the drugs for any purpose(3) SanITARIANS; EMPLOYMENT OR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES.
or prOthItS the Operatlons or method&)@bl’atlon which create Any agency of the state may emp|0y or contract for the services

theimmediate dangeor both. The temporary order may bieef  of sanitarians, registered under this section, who shall enforce the
tive for a period of ndonger than 14 days from the time of itsy,pjic health statutes or rules.

delivery,but it may be reissued for one additional 14-day period

if necessary to complete the analysis or examination of samp]lgﬁms prescribed by it and payment of the prescribed fee, shall
specimens or other e\{|d§nce. ) _ registeras a sanitarian any person who has presented evidence sat

(b) No drugs describeid a temporary order issued and delivistactoryto the department that standards and qualifications of the
eredunder par(a) may be sold or moved and no operation Qdepartmentas established by rule, have been met.

methodof operation prohibited by the temporary order may be

. ; 6) FEES:RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION; DELINQUENCY AND REIN-
resumedvithout the approval of the department until the order h%%A(TE)MENT A fee fixed by rule of the departr%ent shall accompany
terminatedor the time period specified in pga) has run out :

whicheveris earlier If the department, upon complemdalysisy the applicationunder sub(5) and, beginning January 1, 1988, a

and examinationdetermines that the drugs, operations or metai?ennialfee of $25 shall be paid by evengistered sanitarian who

odsof operation do not create an immediate danger to health, Geslresto continue registration. The amounts of fises may be
owner or custodian of the drugs, premises or vehicle el adjustedby the department by rule. All certificates of registration

promptly notified, in writing, and the temporary order shall termiShall xpire on December 31 in each odd-numbered yéhe
nateupon receipt of the written notice. departmentnay renew registrations upon application made after

() Where the analysis @xamination shows that the drugsJanuaryl of each even—numbered year if it is satisfied that the

. . h . . applicanthas good cause for not makiagplication in December
operationsor methods of operation constitute an immediate d b g P

gerto health, the owner or custodian shall be notified within tat%f the immediately preceding year and upon payment of the bien

. ’ al fee and any additional fees prescribed by the department.
effective period of the temporary order under.p@). Upon
receiptof the notice, no drugs describedtire temporary order , (7) RECIPROCITY. The department may by rule set standards
may be sold or moved and no operation or method of operati sanitarians registered in other states to practice as registered
prohibitedby the order may be resumed without the approval Bfnitariansn this state.
the department pending the issuance of a final decision under sub(8) REVOCATION OF REGISTRATION. The department magfter
(4). ahearing held in confor_ma_nce with (227_, revokeor suspend the_

(4) A notice issued under sug) (c) shall be accompanied by "€gistrationof any sanitarian for practice of fraud or deceit in
noticeof a hearing as provided in227.44 Thehearing shall be OPtainingthe registration or angross professional negligence,
heldno later than 15 days after the service of the notice unless BffPmpetencer misconduct.
partiesagree, in writing, t@ later date. A final decision shall be (9) PenALTY. No person not registered under this seatiay
issuedunder s227.47within 10 days of the hearing. If a findingclaimto be a registered sanitarian nor append to his or her name
is made that the drugs, operations or methods of opewaitsti  theinitials “R.S.”. Any persorviolating this subsection may be
tute a dangeto health, the decision may order the destruction &ified not more than $100 or imprisoned not more than 6 months.
thedrugs, the diversion of the drugs to uses which do not pose distory: 1975 c. 414.28, 1977 c. 29418 1983 a. 1891985 a. 183.57; 1987
dangerto health, modification of the drugs so thiagy do not 27 1993a 2%.223 Stats. 1993 s. 250.05.

createa danger to health or changes in or the cessation 0f'°p92r€o,oe Public health nurses. (1) The gualifications of all

tions or methods of operation to remove the danger to health. . 4
(5) (@) An ersonpwho violates thégction or angorder issuedpubIIC health nurses shall be prescribed by rmmmulggted by
yp he department. All public health nurses shall fegistered

underthis section may be fined not more than $10,000 plus thg e | icensed practical nurses licensed underidtimay be
retail value of any drugs moved, sold or disposed afiafation o\ hioved by local health departmentsler the supervision of a
of this section or an order issued under this section or imprisonggic health nurse tperform services for which licensed. Public
notmore than one year in the county jail or both. _healthnurses shall work under the direction of the local board of
(b) Any person who does either of the following may be finegeaithand the locahealth oficer and shall conduct a generalized

notmore than $5,000 or imprisoned not mtiran one year in the pypjic health nursing program in cooperation with the depart
countyjail or both: ment.

1. Assaults, restrains, threatens, intimidates, impedes, inter (3) The departmenshall examine the practice of public health

fereswith or otherwise obstructs a department inspeetoploye 3 rsesand make recommendations for the improvement and the
or agent in the performance of his or her duties undeséuson. development of public health nursing.

2. Gives false information to a department inspeetmploye () This section shall not apply to school nurses, as defined in
or agent with the intent to mislediae inspectoremploye or agent ¢ 115 o1 (1), while acting in the employ of a public school.

(5) RecisTRATION. The department, upon application on

in the performance of his or her duties under this section. History: 1971 c. 421975 c. 15,1977 c. 2%s.1157, 1157m 1657 (18) (71983
History: 1983 a. 2711985 a. 146.8,1985 a. 183.57, 1993 a. 2&.185 Stats.  a. 189s.329 (17) 1085 a. 2811989 a. 56.259, 1993 a, 285.272, 273 275 Stats.

1993s. 250.045. 1993s. 250.06.

250.05 Sanitarians; qualifications, duties, registra - 250.07 Public health planning. The department shall:

tion. (1) DerINITIONS. In this section: _ (1) At least once every 10 years, develop a successor docu
(@) “Municipality” means a countyity or village. mentto healthier people in 1&tonsin, a public health agenda for

(b) “Sanitarian” means an individual who, througtucation, theyear 2000, published by the department in February 1990.
training or experience in the natural sciences and their application(2) Initiate, conduct and periodically evaluateprocess for
andthrough technical knowledge of prevention aodtrol of pre  planningto use the resources of the state to meet the health needs
ventablediseases, is capable of applying environmertatrol of residents and, in conjunction with other state agencies, to
measureso as to protect human health, safety and welfare. implementthe objectives that relate to state government in stat

(2) ReGISTRATIONQUALIFICATIONS. In order to safeguard life, utesor in public health rules promulgated by the departm&he
healthand propertyto promote public welfare and to establish th@rocessshall involve representatives from public healidjamiza-
statusof those persons whose duties in environmental sanitatigons, governmental agencies and the general public.
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(3) Providetechnical assistande local units of government  (b) The department shall require the coordination of services
for the development of local public health plans. at the local level whedistributingstate and federal funds under

(4) Serveas the state leamyency in coordinating the activitiesthis Section that are under the departnsecdntrol.
within state government involving the collection, retrieval, analg_;g%f%giég’fg.aigg%?fég% ggig&??fééziggsegogyz 169 458 Stats. 1993
sis, reporting and publication of statistical information atlder
informationrelated to health and health care. 250.09 Pesticide review board. (1) The pesticide review
History: 1993 a. 27 boardcreated by s15.195 (1)shall collect, analyze and interpret
information, and make recommendations to and coorditfzte
250.08 State public health funding program. (1) Deri- regulatoryand informational responsibilities of the state agencies,
NITION. In thissection, “primary health care services” means atin matters relating to the use of pesticides, particularly recom
of the following: mendationsfor limiting pesticide use to those materials and
(a) Services of a physician and, if feasible, services of a phydnountsof pesticides found necessary arféafve in the control
cianassistant, as defined in418.01 (6) a nurse practitiongas of pests and which are nohduly hazardous to persons, animals

A ; or plants. Pesticide rules authorized by28529 (4)and94.69
gggﬁggm $.632.895 (8) () 3or a public health nurse under s'exceptpesticide rules issued under%.705 (2)and pesticide

. . . . . . rulesto protect groundwater promulgated to comply withl€,
(b) Diagnostic laboratory and radiologic services, iflel 50t efective until approved by the review board.

healthdepartment provides laboratory and radiologic services. (2) The pesticide review boashallappoint a council not to

_ (c) Preventive health services, including eye andeamina  exceeds members of technical or professional experts composed
tions for children to determine the need for vision or hearingf one representative each from the department of agriculture,
correction, perinatal services, well-childervices and family tradeand consumer protection, department of health and family
planningservices. servicesdepartment of natural resources, collegagricultural

(d) Preventive dental services. and life sciences of.the university ofistlonsin,waterresources

(e) Case management services. centerof the university of Wsconsin, school of natural resources

of the university of Wsconsin, and in addition gublic members
(3) PRIMARY HEALTH CARE SERVICESGRANTS. From the appro

N\, appointedby the governor and confirmed by the senate for stag
priation Uf‘de.r $20.435 (1)cp) the department shall ?‘Wé.‘rd upt ered3-year terms who shall be technical or professierpérts
$500,0000n fiscalyear 1995-96 and up to $250,000 in fiscal yedh the use opesticides, one of whom shall be a representative of

1996-97as grants to applying local health departments. Grafg pesticide industryone of whom shall be a representative of the
underthis subsection shall be awarded, under procedures and ggriculturalindustry and one of whom shall be a person of broad
teriadeveloped by the department, for the provision, primasily knowledgeand experience in the conservation and wise use of
nursepractitioners who meet the qualifications for certification asaturalresources. The council shall generally assist the review
medical assistance providers by the department and by publisardand shall assist particularly in obtaining scientific data and
healthnurses, of primary health care services in, among othgfordinatingpesticide regulatoryenforcementiesearch and edu
places,maternal and child health cliniesid community health cationalfunctions of the state.
settings. Award of a grant to a local health department under this (3) Thepesticide review board shall submit to tagislature
subsectioris conditioned upon receipt by the department of dn the manner provided underl8.172 (2)and to the governa
agreemenby the countycity or village that has established theeporton any pesticide matters the pesticideiew board finds
local health departmertb provide funds or in—kind services toareof vital concern for the protection of the health amil-being
match25% of the amount of a grant awarded. of peopleor for the protection of fish, wildlife, plants, soil, air and
(5) MAINTENANCE-OF-EFFORTREQUIREMENTS. Funds awarded Waterfrom pesticide pollution. The report may include plestt
undersub.(3) may not be used to provide payment for administr&ide review boards recommendations for legislative or otgew-

tion of a local health department and may not be used to suppf@fynentaiction.
History: 1975 c. 945.91 (10) 1977 c. 2%.1650m (4) 1977 c. 1061983 a. 410

any of the following, as of May 1, 1990: 1987a. 1861993 a. 2%.247 Stats. 1993 s. 250.08995 a. 27%.9126 (19)
(a) Any funds otherwise available to a local health departmerp]tCrosr?_seference: Sees. 134.67for prohibition of use of DDT and exceptions to
. . tion.
(b) Any services provided by a local health department un&e?pro ortion
otherwiseavailable funds. 250.10 Grant for dental services.  From theappropriation
(c) Any services provided by a local health department dtirders.20.435 (1) (de)thedepartment shall provide funding in
behalfof another local health department. eachfiscal year to the Marquette University School of Dentistry

b for the provision of dental services by the Marquéltéversity

(6) DisTRIBUTION OFFUNDS. (@) The department shall distri - . - val
ute state and federal fundsider its control under this section inSChOOIOf Dentistry in correctional centers in Milwaukee County

that will te the devel d maint fandclinics in the city of Milwaukee.
amanner that will promote the developmant! maintenance ol i1y 1989 a. 3361991a. 39 1993 a. 161993 a. 27%. 258 Stats. 1993 s.

integratedcommunity health services. 250.10;1995 a. 27
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